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The Rotary Club of Kilmarnock, ‘Young Achievers Dinner’ | Speech
Thursday 14™ November | The Park Hotel, Kilmarnock.

WE WILL MEET AGAIN (Hope, Aspiration Community Values)

My dream was to build a new history for Kilmarnock and Ayrshire like our forefathers did
on that old bottling plant site.

It is now my dream to build a HALO effect across the world on a foundation of Opportunity
at the fore front of the new 4th Industrial Revolution set within Green Sustainable
Communities.

Just like Johnnie Walker walked the world so can this girl and all boys and girls from
Kilmarnock and Ayrshire.

Kilmarnock and Scotland were built by the hands of men and women of Greatness.

They build a Scotland with Hope, Belief and Tenacity | call it the NEW GOLD Dream to
create the most Aspirational, Entrepreneurial Society in the world with Opportunities for all
but especially for our Young People, who are the Gatekeepers and Protectors of Tomorrow’s

World.

These Gatekeepers and Protectors are to be found across the world in every corner of our
communities, and | ask you to join me in the HALO effect of Opportunity, through
Collaboration, Partnership and Friendship.

Opportunities result from Collaboration, Partnerships and Friendships like the ones led here
tonight by Kilmarnock Rotary Club. So, what is the ‘Opportunity’2

Low Carbon Energy and sustainable development is the ‘Opportunity’. This ‘Opportunity’
to create a more sustainable economic future built on social capital and entrepreneurship
driving business supply chains and jobs. If we all except the ‘Opportunity’ mission and we
lead by example, from the heart, by collaborating with the communities in which we...

Live, Work, Learn and Play, we will deliver more for society - than ever before.



Note to Self. (Sum up reverting back to History WW2 from article below)
History of Kilmarnock WW2 extract by Alistair Barclay Stewarton

Church of Scotland canteen was opened at the Laigh Kirk (new St Columba's) and this
proved to be a first-class refuge and home-from-home for the soldiers.

Mrs Shaw, Miss Ethel Brown, Miss Betty Barclay and Miss Aggie Gilles performed wonders
in providing tea, sandwiches, rolls, tea bread, cakes, etc all at extremely reasonable
charges; I'm informed that they even washed and darned the lads' sock on occasion. In an
average year 150,000 rolls, 7,000 loaves and large quantities of tea, coffee, etc were sold
and in the post office section, 41,000 letters were posted. One ex-serviceman who was
stationed in the town for a spell, Joe Gilmartin (better known as "Gil") informs me that of
the canteens he visited all over Britain, not one could compare with the warmth of welcome,
friendly atmosphere and exceptional value for money he experienced in the Stewarton
canteen - praise indeed!

Not only were the troops well provided for in the canteen, but the townspeople opened
their doors to them, offering hospitality and friendship in homely surroundings. To misquote
Churchill, never was so much done for so many.

Those were also the days of Winston Churchill's inspiring speeches and his famous cigar
and V-sign. Thankfully it all ended in 1945.

Demobilisation was immediately set in motion. Soon all the Jimmy - and the Jocks - began
to trickle home, "once more, to sleep in their own little rooms again" just as Vera Lynn had
predicted. In Stewarton a welcome home fund was inaugurated by the Town Council;
subsequently on demobilisation each man and woman who had served in the forces or
merchant navy, and the next of kin of those who did not return, received the sum of twelve
pounds; it was a very fine gesture indeed.

Altogether a total of £5,112 was distributed, with a balance of £242 left over for memorial
maintenance. It all happened a long time ago and while no-one wishes to live in the past it
is quite pleasurable, just occasionally, to look back and remember.

Mr President, (John Herd) Kilmarnock Rotary Club Committee and Members Thank You for
all you do and as the famous Vera Lynn song goes. Keep Smiling Through.... and

We’ll Meet Again.
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