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‘Political Conversations’ 
 

A groundbreaking initiative aimed at tackling the culture of polarisation 
in modern politics. 

And I am delighted to be launching this in Partnership with the 
University of Glasgow’s John Smith Centre. 

 
The John Smith Centre was established to inspire and empower new and 

diverse voices to engage with and enter British politics. 
Political conversations will bring together senior politicians past and 

present from across the political divide with an audience of senior pupils 
from Scotland’s schools. 

 
Together the politicians will take part in a conversation style event in 

front of the senior school pupils with the aim of demonstrating that it is 
possible to hold deeply opposing views on key issues whilst still 

respecting one another and being able to debate points with civility. 
 
 

Engaging younger people in a positive way with the political process 
has never been more important with mounting evidence they are turning 

away from politics and being put off the idea of participating in the 
political arena themselves such is the level of toxicity on display. 

Now I am a girl from a working-class community here in Kilmarnock 
namely Onthank and was brought up in a home where open debate 

was encouraged. 
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I saw firsthand the highs and lows of government formed by of Harold 
Wilson, Margaret Thatcher, Edward Heath and James Callaghan to 

name a few, and I have friend in the heart of politics from all 
persuasions. 

 
Whilst I am not affiliated to any one party, I believe it is vital that we do 

more to engage younger people in a positive way with politics. 
The toxicity we witness all too often these days is having a profoundly 
corrosive effect not only on our day-to-day political debate but on the 

foundations on which our politics sit. 
 
 

For me that is a worrying trend because the political leaders of 
tomorrow are currently sitting in schools like Kilmarnock Academy and 
across the country AND NEED TO BE SHOWN THAT POLITICS CAN BE 
BOTH A FORCE OF GOOD AND SOMETHING THAT IS CONDUCTED 

WITH CIVILITY AND RESPECT. 
 

And as long as I have a pulse I will champion for our young people and 
ENABLE THEIR VOICES TO BE HEARD. 

 
So now let me introduce you to Political Strategist Eddie Barnes Director 
of the John Smith Institute. Eddie brings substantial political experience 
to the John Smith Centre and is also currently a director of Our Scottish 

Future, set up by former Prime Minister Gordon Brown to promote 
devolution and reform of the UK. 

 
Prior to this, Eddie was Head of Strategy and Communications to Ruth 
Davidson, the former leader of the Scottish Conservative Party. He was 

also political editor of the Scotsman and Scotland on Sunday titles. 
 

Eddie is a graduate of the University of Glasgow. 
 

As Director, Eddie will lead on shaping and developing the John Smith 
Centre as well as focusing on its internship programmes. 

 
Then I Introduce Alex /Jackson put on video, and they come on stage. 

Then debate/conversation. 
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Then my Closing this part. 
 

I will sum up with couple of key points from debate and this closing 
quote. ( Political Conversations) 

 
“If you can’t fly then run. 

If you can’t run, then walk. 
If you can’t walk, then crawl 

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent “ 
“But whatever you do, you need keep moving forward” 

 
 

Kilmarnock Academy 
Kilmarnock Academy's current motto is "Aspire Together, Achieve 

Together". 
 

Prior to 2018, the school's motto was "Do Justly, Love Mercy, Walk 
Humbly”. 

 
I am very proud of you all and you have made history today here at the 

John Smith Centre launch of ‘Political Conversations’ 
Well Done! 

 
Then Eddie introduces representation from the University of Glasgow  

 
Eddie Closes. 

 
END 

 
 
 
 


